Heatherdene, Clockhouse Lane, Nutley, E SUSSEX, TN22 3NY
Telephone (01825) 712679
March 6th 2008
The Conservators of Ashdown Forest

The Ashdown Forest Centre
Wych Cross
Forest Row
East Sussex
RH18 5JP
Dear Sir

I am writing on behalf of the members of the Nutley Conservation Group to offer our key comments on the Strategic Forest Plan for 2008 – 2016.  As a Group which represents nearly 100 households from a village within the Forest boundary, we hope that our views will be of interest to you in finalising the Plan.

We understand that this is very much a Strategic document that has already been influenced by a good deal of stakeholder input over the past year so we do not wish to comment on the detail. Instead we have a few broader observations as follows:

· The document was both interesting and informative in background detail and content. We totally understand and agree with the core need to protect the Ashdown Forest as a unique area of heathland by preventing and clearing encroaching woodland which in turn will ensure its designations as an SPA, SSSI and SAC. We support your efforts to restore the heathland to earlier historical levels.

· We agree that there is a big challenge in reconciling public access to the Forest with protection of the Forest environment and wildlife and the need to minimise conflict between different user groups. To this end we believe that there should be no increased efforts to open access to the Forest through additional publicity or by raising its touristic appeal and expectations. 

· The need for improvement in the services offered by the Forest Centre is understood but NCG believes that the key is to focus on educational services rather than those of tourism. There is plenty of opportunity for this to be commercially viable by opening up the Centre to a plethora of education grants which will bring in additional revenue from new sources.

· NCG is concerned about the tragic number of deer deaths on the roads and recognises the local efforts to enforce Forest speed limits to 40mph. However, we feel that this should be extended to areas of notoriously high deer deaths such as the Wych Cross/Sharpthorne and Wych Cross/Hartfield Road as well as the A22 between Wych Cross and Nutley. We even suggest cutting the speed limit to 30mph. 
…/
· Many members of the Group have expressed their concern over the quality and quantity of Forest signage.  While there should be some reinforcement of the byelaws, it is felt that this has been overdone and that many of the signs are of poor quality and not-fit-for-purpose (as plenty are already falling apart) which additionally damages the aesthetics of the Forest.

· We were interested that there is no current policy to charge for the use of car parks on the Forest. We believe that this would be a good source of revenue but would urge that there be Permit scheme for local residents and that perhaps only the most popular car parks eg Kings Standing, Pooh, Millbrook East, are included under any scheme.

· NCG is very committed to preserving the archaeological heritage and Landscape of the Forest and would support the Plan in doing so. We welcome the need for cooperation with neighbouring landowners from adjacent parts of the High Weald in protecting the landscape character and habitat. We would suggest that efforts are made to influence developments that might affect the visual boundary beyond the Pale to complement the manner in which development is controlled within the Pale as there is still an environmental impact in habitat terms.

· We felt that the Plan’s approach to Natural Resource Protection in the face of changing environmental influences was rather reactive and that there might be many mechanical initiatives that would help reduce the effects of events such as flooding on the Forest in a proactive way.

· The proposed East Grinstead Area Action Plan, which includes plans to increase commercial and business development, and increase housing numbers by 40% (located primarily to the south and south west of the town) together with a bypass that would cross the AONB and terminate within 5km of the Ashdown Forest, will clearly have an adverse impact on the Ashdown Forest. We support the recommendation from the Tesserae Environmental Consultants’ in its report to MSDC, for a full environmental impact assessment under the Habitats’ Regulations. We also support Objective 2.5 in the Strategic Forest Plan, but would suggest that the second paragraph listed under ‘Action’  be strengthened as follows –

” Review and where appropriate comment on road schemes, Local Plans, and Local Development Documents, that may affect the Forest and on planning applications within 5km of the Forest SPA boundary. “

We would urge the Conservators to enlist the support of WDC and ESCC as well as other statutory bodies in support of this objective. 

We hope that this has been a constructive response but do not hesitate to contact me if I can clarify anything further.

Kind regards


Jock Compson (Chairman, Nutley Conservation Group)
