Yew Tree Cottage, Forest Bank, Nutley, E SUSSEX, TN22 3NT

Telephone (01825) 713606

October 4th, 2007

Fit for the Future

Freepost SEA 2474

BN8 2ZZ

Dear Sir:

RE: Nutley Conservation Group Response to the Public Consultation Document ‘Creating an NHS fit for the future’ produced by 
West Sussex Primary Care Trust (PCT) and Brighton and Hove PCT 
I am writing to you on behalf of the Nutley Conservation Group¹ to object in the strongest terms against the closure of the A&E and Maternity services at Princess Royal Hospital, Haywards Heath. This hospital is a key supplier of NHS services to our members and the closure of such critical departments would jeopardise their health and safety at moments of great anxiety and stress.
Our members have the following key issues that closing these A&E and Maternity services would exacerbate: 

· The closure of key local A&E departments has made it a distant facility that now requires the stress and risk of lengthy journeys in an emergency situation² and our members are justifiably concerned. We cannot tolerate any downgrading or loss of A&E facilities at Haywards Heath (10 miles) as the nearest services beyond this is Eastbourne District General Hospital (25 miles) or Hastings (30 miles).
· The specific question of maternity, specialist babycare and gynae-cological services has given great cause for concern. Royal Victoria is a major provider to our community and it is essential that you continue to provide adequate and comprehensive cover for the “small minority” of high-risk but unforeseen situations with suitable and swift access to consultant knowledge and surgical expertise. It is NOT an option to allow emergency transfers of newborns needing specialist care cross-country. It is NOT sufficient to have only Midwife-led cover over such a large area with insufficient road infrastructure to provide for a rapid and safe transfer.
· There is intense local concern that our geographical location at the border between several counties has been an isolating factor. Recent changes to NHS provision has seen amenities becoming increasingly distant as they become centred on larger hospitals on the coast on in the centre of surrounding counties².
· We were advised by Hastings & Rother PCT and East Sussex Downs & Weald PCT during their recent consultation that they were working with you in your decision making but there are deep anxieties that this is not happening. The end result would be that communities like us are sidelined and we would like reassurance that we are not being forgotten in the mix.
We look forward to hearing the results of the consultation and hope that the PCTs have listened to the residents they serve.

Yours sincerely

JOANNA MUMFORD

Secretary NCG
1.
Nutley Conservation Group

The Nutley Conservation Group (NCG) has around 100 subscribing families (well over 200 members) who live in and around the rural village of Nutley, which is situated on the edge of Ashdown Forest in East Sussex. The NCG aims to promote the conservation, protection and improvement of the physical and natural environment of Nutley and its surrounding area. Earlier this year, as part of its remit, the NCG produced a Village Design Statement which included research into Nutley’s population and amenities. 

2.
A&E Provision

The nearest 24 hour A&E capable of dealing with multiple or major trauma injuries has been 12 miles away at the Princess Royal Hospital in Haywards Heath. The closure of A&E services here would mean the closest comparable 24 hour A&E will become 16 miles away at Pembury and require crossing through the busy town of Tunbridge Wells. 

