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Heatherdene
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Nutley


Nr Uckfield


East Sussex

                                                                                      TN22 3NY

20th March 2008

Dear Sir,                   MSDC Core Strategy Response

I am writing on behalf of the Committee of Nutley Conservation Group in response to your consultation on the Core Strategy.

We are strongly opposed to Core Policy 20 because of the impact of building 2500 houses in East Grinstead together with a full relief road to the Brambletye Bends would have on the traffic increases on the A 22 south of Forest Row and across Ashdown Forest and through to Nutley.

 Ashdown Forest has two European Designations, Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and, following a European Court of Justice ruling in October 2005, all development plans in England must demonstrate that they will not adversely affect such ecologically sensitive sites. You have concluded in your strategy,” that there is uncertainty about the Core Strategy’s impacts in terms of air quality, recreational disturbance and habitat quality within Ashdown Forest”. We therefore believe a further Assessment is urgently required to ascertain that there will not be an adverse effect on the integrity of the site of which Nutley is an integral part. 

We are of the opinion that a ring road around East Grinstead and 2500 houses south of the town will inevitably bring increased recreational pressure and air pollution on this fragile environment.

We are also opposed to the Core Policy 46 contingency option in Chapter 11 because, according to your own consultant’s modelling studies, the proposed development of 1,500 homes in East Grinstead, including significant junction improvements and a partial relief road, would also result in unacceptable traffic increases on the A22 south of Forest Row and across the Forest. We are concerned that the Strategy seems only concerned with traffic mitigation measures in Forest Row and not further south in Nutley, which in the heart of the Forest, would bear the full burden of the anticipated traffic increases.

We do however, support the contingency proposal contained in Core Policy 47, particularly the option to locate 2200 houses at Crabbet Park just east of Crawley, because this would satisfy PPS1 Para. 9 by locating houses adjacent to an area with the best prospects of providing future employment opportunities.

Yours faithfully

Jock Compson, Chairman

